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Our True Shepherd 
Mark 6:30-44 

Suggested Questions for Individual  
Study or Group Discussion* 

• How do you feel when you are interrupted while doing 
something important or something for yourself? How do you 
generally respond?   

• Read Mark 6:30-44. Contrast Herod’s banquet in the previous 
story (Mk. 6:14-29) with this banquet served by Jesus, 
including the location, invitees, purpose, and results. How is 
Mark revealing Jesus to be a different kind of leader and 
shepherd (cf. Mk. 6:34)? 

• How does Jesus’ view of the crowd differ from the disciples’ 
perspective? What does this reveal about both Jesus’ 
character and his mission? 

• How is Jesus’ teaching an expression of his compassion 
(Mk. 6:34)? How is this still true today? 

• Why does Jesus not follow the disciples’ suggestion that the 
people be sent away to get food for themselves? Why does he 
tell them, “You give them something to eat” (Mk. 6:37)? How 
would you have responded if you were one the disciples? 

• Why do you think Jesus provided more food than was needed, 
even to the point that the disciples gathered leftovers? What 
lesson is Jesus teaching his disciples? How do we still need to 
learn this in the Church today? 

• How is God calling our church to use limited resources to 
meet a great need? How can you and your small group or 
others support and pray for that work?   

For Family Discussion:  Ask: What is the biggest dinner party you have ever 
been to? Read Mark 6:30-44. Ask: How does Jesus feel about the crowds of 
people? What does Jesus ask the disciples to do? What does Jesus make 
happen? How can our family show compassion to others like Jesus? 
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