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Unaccepted Mercy 
Jonah 4:1-4:4 
Suggested Questions for Individual  
Study or Group Discussion* 
 

 When you were a child, what did you do when you didn’t get your 
way at home, school, or among your friends? 

 Read Jonah 4:1-4. What has happened in the first three chapters 
of the story to cause Jonah to be so displeased and angry? 

 Given what has transpired, what might you have felt in Jonah’s 
place? How would you characterize Jonah’s response?   

 Read Exodus 34:6-7. How is Jonah’s description of God similar 
to the LORD’s self-revelation to Moses? How is it different? 
(Optional: How does Jonah’s use of this confession compare to 
Neh. 9:17, Pss. 86:15; 103:8; 145:8; and Joel 2:12-13?)   

 Why does Jonah ask the LORD to take his life? What would Jonah 
gain by dying? 

 Why does the LORD respond to Jonah with a question rather than 
a rebuke? What does the LORD’s question lead Jonah to do? 

 What does Jonah’s anger reveal about Jonah’s heart and about 
his understanding of God’s mercy? 

 What have you found yourself getting angry with God about? 
How would you respond if God asked you, “Is it good for you to 
be angry?” 

 Where have you limited God’s mercy to others and even to 
yourself? How do you sense God challenging to you respond 
differently, and what will you do? How can your small group or 
others pray for you and support you in this? 
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