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Jonah 1:17-2:10 

Suggested Questions for Individual  
Study or Group Discussion* 
 

 What is the biggest fish you’ve ever caught or eaten? 

 Read Jonah 1:17-2:10. How would you summarize the content of 
Jonah’s prayer? How would you describe his tone? 

 What does God’s sending of the fish to swallow Jonah and bring 
him to dry land reveal about the LORD’s character and power, and 
about the LORD’s justice and mercy? 

 Where and how in Jonah’s prayer does he focus on himself, and 
where does he focus on God? What might you deduce from this? 

 Who are those who cling to worthless idols (2:8)? How do they 
forfeit grace? How might we be tempted to do likewise?   

 In what ways does Jonah evidence that he’s been changed? In 
what ways has he perhaps not? What leads you to conclude this? 

 Even as he prays, how has Jonah been truly saved, but not yet 
fully saved? How can the same be said of those who are in 
Christ? 

 Read Matthew 12:38-41. What is the sign of the prophet Jonah to 
which Jesus refers? How does Jesus see himself as similar to 
and yet also greater than Jonah?  

 When have felt like Jonah: in distress in depths, threatened and 
surrounded? How did you call to the LORD for help? How did he 
answer?  

 What do you hear God saying to you through this Scripture? How 
will you respond, and what will you do? How can your small 
group or others pray for you and support you in this? 

 



 *Select or adapt questions to fit the needs and makeup of your group. 

Deep Mercy 
Jonah 1:17-2:10 

NEIL TRAINER 
March 24, 2019 

N O T E S  
 

 

Deep Mercy 
Jonah 1:17-2:10 

Suggested Questions for Individual  
Study or Group Discussion* 
 

 What is the biggest fish you’ve ever caught or eaten? 

 Read Jonah 1:17-2:10. How would you summarize the content of 
Jonah’s prayer? How would you describe his tone? 

 What does God’s sending of the fish to swallow Jonah and bring 
him to dry land reveal about the LORD’s character and power, and 
about the LORD’s justice and mercy? 

 Where and how in Jonah’s prayer does he focus on himself, and 
where does he focus on God? What might you deduce from this? 

 Who are those who cling to worthless idols (2:8)? How do they 
forfeit grace? How might we be tempted to do likewise?   

 In what ways does Jonah evidence that he’s been changed? In 
what ways has he perhaps not? What leads you to conclude this? 

 Even as he prays, how has Jonah been truly saved, but not yet 
fully saved? How can the same be said of those who are in 
Christ? 

 Read Matthew 12:38-41. What is the sign of the prophet Jonah to 
which Jesus refers? How does Jesus see himself as similar to 
and yet also greater than Jonah?  

 When have felt like Jonah: in distress in depths, threatened and 
surrounded? How did you call to the LORD for help? How did he 
answer?  

 What do you hear God saying to you through this Scripture? How 
will you respond, and what will you do? How can your small 
group or others pray for you and support you in this? 

 


