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I Am the Resurrection and the Life 
John 11:17-44 

Suggested Questions for Individual  
Study or Group Discussion* 
 

 When did you last attend a funeral or memorial service? What was it 
like? 

 Read John 11:17-44. Based on their initial encounters with Jesus after 
Lazarus’ death, how do Martha and Mary seem to view Jesus? How 
would you characterize their relationship?  

 What does Jesus claim to be true about himself (v. 25-26)? What 
does this tell you about who Jesus is and what he came to do?  

 What causes Jesus to be “deeply moved and troubled” (v. 33, 38) and 
even to weep (v. 35)? What does this emotional reaction reveal about 
Jesus? 

 Why does Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead? What reasons does he 
give? 

 What are some similarities between the raising of Lazarus and Jesus’ 
own resurrection? What are the significant differences?  

 When Jesus asks Martha, “Do you believe this?” (v. 26), what is he 
really asking? How do you respond as Jesus asks you that question? 

 If death is not just the cessation of life but a power at work in our 
world and in us, how does Jesus’ claim to be “the resurrection and the 
life” give you hope or challenge you? How do you hear Jesus calling 
you by name to “come out” of places of death? 

 Who do you know that is being called by Jesus out of death and into 
life? What can you do this week to help someone take off their “grave 
clothes” and walk in freedom? How can your small group or others 
pray for you and support you in this through the coming week? 
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