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NOTES

e What has been your experience with gardening? Are you are “green
thumb,” “brown thumb,” or somewhere in between?

e Read John 15:1-8. In the word picture Jesus paints, what do the
different elements represent? Vine? Gardener? Branches? Fruit?

e As the gardener or vinedresser, how does God the Father prune and
clean us? What tools does God use?

e How is it that branches need to be pruned and yet are already clean
(v. 2-3)? What is Jesus teaching us?

o What is the “fruit” that Jesus has in mind? What will it look like in daily
life for a person to “bear much fruit™?

e How does a branch follow Jesus’ repeated exhortation to “remain,”
“abide,” or “live in” him? What will this look like in practice?

e What are the consequences for a branch that chooses to not remain
in the vine (v. 4, 6)?

e When have you experienced pruning or cleaning by the Father? How
did that experience change you? What has resulted from it?

e How does the promise that Christ first abides, remains, or lives in you
give you encouragement or hope?

o What practices or spiritual disciplines do you currently use to abide,
remain, or live in Christ? Is there something additional or different you
feel the Lord calling you to do?

e How will you respond to Jesus’ invitation to abide in him this week?
How can your small group or others pray for you and support you in
this through the coming week?
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