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WHEN CHARACTER MATTERS 

Ruth 3:1-18 

Suggested Questions for Individual  
Study or Group Discussion* 
 

 Did your parents ever give you dating advice or try to set you up with 
someone? How did you feel about their advice or lack thereof?  

 Read Ruth 3:1-18. What does Naomi instruct Ruth to do? What is her 
motivation? How might this reveal ongoing changes in their 
relationship from what we’ve seen in earlier parts of the story?  

 How is Naomi’s plan for Ruth both risky and risqué? 

 What can Ruth’s response to Naomi tell us about her? 

 What does Ruth ask of Boaz in their encounter? How does Boaz 
react? What does his response to Ruth reveal about his character?  

 Where do you see evidence of the LORD being at work in this part of 
the story? 

 What were some of the challenges and temptations both Ruth and 
Boaz faced because they were single, given their life-stage and the 
culture in which they lived? What are similar and different struggles for 
singles today, including those within the Church?  

 What needs of unmarried people can the Church to a better job of 
meeting? How can we better love, support, and serve those who are 
single in our congregation?  

 As Boaz and Ruth’s encounter at the threshing floor showed their 
worth and revealed their nobility, what circumstance or relationship in 
your life is currently exposing your true character? What are you 
seeing or learning about yourself? 

 What aspect of your character is God shaping or growing? How can 
you receive grace and cooperate with the Holy Spirit in that work? 
How can your small group or others pray for you about this? 
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